
Frank Holton & Co. Cornets 
Chicago & Elkhorn  

1898 Frank Holton (photo 1) hired his first worker to start 
production of trombones. 

1900 Holton moved to #70 East Madison St in Chicago (photo 
2) and started making cornets. The lowest serial number I 
have recorded is #30 (photo 3 from Horn-u-copia.net) 
from c.1901. These first cornets had a dual water key and 
removable tuning shanks. 

1904 Holton incorporated as Frank Holton & Co and moved to 
#107 East Madison St on May 1. Cornet #316 (below) has 
Holton & Co on the case banner but not on the cornet so 
probably made about the time of the move. 

 

  



#317 c.1904 [auction photo] 

 

#318 c.1904 [courtesy Berndt collection] 

 

1906 Holton built a new factory at #2638-46 Gladys St (photo 1) 
as demand outgrew their facility and he started developing 
the New Proportion cornet (1908 patent drawing below). 

 

1907 Holton started working with E. A. Couturier (photo 2) on 
the performer’s version of the New Proportion cornet. 

 

New Proportion cornet #3694 c.1907 (photo 3) 

New Proportion cornet #4647 c.1908 (photo 4) 

 

 

 

 

 



1908 Holton filed for a patent on the New Proportion cornet on 
March 9. 

New Proportion cornet #5597 c.1908 (Horn-u-copia.net). 

 

Couturier cornet #8369 c.1909 (Horn-u-copia.net). 

 

New Proportion cornet #8771 c.1909 (auction photo). 

 

Couturier cornet #9005 c.1909 (photo 1 at right). 

Couturier cornet #10902 c.1910 (photo 2). 

Couturier cornet #13359 c.1911 (photo 3). 

Couturier cornet #13442 c.1911 (photo 4). 

1911 Holton received patent #1,005,972 for the New Proportion 
cornet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1908 Holton New Proportion ad 

 

1908 New Proportion Long model ad 

 

1912 New Proportion Long model 

 

1912 New Proportion Vocal model (photo 1) 

1912 New Proportion F.C. model (photo 2) 

This was a heavier-weight model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Proportion Couturier model #16429 c.1912 (auction photo 
below). 

 

Couturier cornet #16495 c.1912 (auction photo below). 

 

Courturier cornet #24008 c.1914 (author’s photos at right). 

1914 Holton received design patent #46,501 for the Revelation 
cornet (below). 

 

Revelation cornet #28075 c.1914 (auction photo below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Proportion cornet #26177 c.1914 (auction photos below & 
top right). 

 

1914 New Proportion cornet #28000 c.1914 (author’s photos 
below & 2nd at right). 

 

Revelation cornet #29161 c.1915 (auction photo below). 

 

Revalation cornet #30990 c.1915 (auction photo below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1915 Holton received design patent #48,319 for cornet

1915 Revelation ad in Jacob’s Band Monthly.

1916 Revelation model below.

Revelation cornet #35188 c.1916 (auction photo
and below

1916 The Herbert Clarke (photo 3) version of 
Proportion cornet started in the Fall of 1916.

 

Holton received design patent #48,319 for cornet (below). 

 

ad in Jacob’s Band Monthly. 

 

1916 Revelation model below. 

 

Revelation cornet #35188 c.1916 (auction photos 1 & 2 at right 
and below). 

 

The Herbert Clarke (photo 3) version of the New 
in the Fall of 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 1917 Clarke model ad below and mouthpiece at right. 

 

Clarke cornet #56145 c.1921 (auction photo below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clarke cornet #59878 c.1921 (author’s photos below & top right). 

 

1918 Holton moved into his new factory in Elkhorn in April. 
The first carload of items from Chicago arrived on April 9th 
and they continued to receive 2-3 loads daily for a total of 
85. 

1917 ad for Clarke & Revelation cornets. 

 

 

Factory in 1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clarke long model #61270 c.1923 (auction photo below). 

 

Clarke cornet #61979 c.1924 (author’s photos below and right). 

 

 

1919 This is the last year for an example of the Revelation 
model found with serial #47341; a cornet with Chicago on 
the bell and Elkhorn on the valves. 

1923 Holton Clarke Long model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1928 International Musician ad 

 

 

1929 Holton introduced the Collegiate cornet for students. 

 

1930 Clarke regular model (photo 1 on right). 

1930 Clarke Vocal model (photo 2). 

1930 Clarke Long model (photo 3). 

These were the only three cornet models in the 1920s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cornet mouthpieces in 1930. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1936 Holton came out with the Ideal cornet with more of a 
streamlined design popular in the 1930s. Only a few 
examples have been found in the 120k range. 

Ideal cornet #120036 c.1936 (auction photo below). 

 

Ideal cornet #120038 c.1936 (below & top right). 

 

1937 Holton introduced the Resotone cornet in 1937. 

Resotone cornet #121949 c.1937 (auction photo below). 

 

Resotone cornet #122550 c.1937 (below & #2 at right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1938 The last year that the Clarke model was offered. 

1939 The Revelation cornet made a comeback and appeared to 
be the Resotone design without the trim ring on the bell. A 
new model 29 was mentioned in October. 

Revelation cornet #125865 c.1939 (below and top right). 

 

1939 The Resotone cornet was replaced by the model 25 
Stratodyne. 

Stratodyne cornet #128067 c.1939 (Horn-u-copia.net). 

 

Collegiate cornet #158031 c.1946 (auction photo below). 

 

Model 29 cornet #161706 c.1946 (auction photo below). 

 

1948 models were #25 Stratodyne, #29, & #502 Collegiate. 

Model 29 #187928 c.1948 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Large bore Revelation model 28 #214455 c.1950 (auction photo 
below). 

 

Revelation model 28 #219274 c.1950 (below). 

 

Revelation model 28 #262490 c.1954 (below). 

 

Stratodyne model 27 #263427 c.1954 (below). 

 

1958 models at right: Revelation #25, Stratodyne #27, Revelation 
#28, Collegiate #504, & Super Collegiate #605. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stratodyne cornet #289131 c.1956 (auction photo below). 

 

1961 Holton introduced the Galaxy model B-22 cornet made 
from nickel-silver. 

Super Collegiate #339129 c.1961 (below). These had what they 
called a “Nikro-bronze” bell. 

 

Galaxy cornet #339924 w/1961 warranty card (Horn-u-
copia.net). 

 

1962 Models at right are #27 Stratodyne, #28 Revelation, B-22 
Galaxy, and #605 Super Collegiate. They also offered the 
#504 Custom Collegiate. 

 

1962 Details: 

Stratodyne: $355, 4-13/16” 
rose brass bell, nickel 
silver lead pipe, ML 
bore 

Revelation: $240, 4-13/16” 
rose brass bell, nickel 
silver lead pipe, large 
bore 

Galaxy: $194.50, all nickel 
silver, 4-13/16” bell 

Super Collegiate: $162.50, 
nickel silver and rose 
brass bell, large bore 

Custom Collegiate: $149.50, 
ML bore 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1961 Galaxy ad 

 

Stratodyne cornet #349247 c.1962 (auction photo below). 

 

Collegiate cornet #360670 c.1962 (author’s photo below). 

 

Ads at right: 1963 Collegiate & 1964 new Model 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Galaxy cornet #369475 c.1963 (auction photo below). 

 

Collegiate cornet #369959 c.1963 (auction photo below). 

 

1964 Holton was sold to G. Leblanc Corp. who continued 
production at Elkhorn. 

Collegiate model C602 #424848 c.1966 (below & top right). 

 

Galaxy cornet #425029 c.1966 (below & 2nd at right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1966 The Al Hirt cornet was a new model made for students by 
Courtois in Paris. This was the C-501. I also have record of 
a C-201 Lauriate model cornet. 

Al Hirt cornet #440739 c.1967 (auction photo below). 

 

1967 Examples found are C-501 Al Hirt Special and C-602 
Collegiate. 

1968 A C-303 Continental cornet model is reported. 

1970 A pocket cornet model C-150 was introduced. These were 
made in the 1970s. 

1972 Leblanc contracted with Yamaha to produce all their 
student model instruments with only the professional 
models still made in the US. 

C-602 Collegiate cornet #513208 c.1972 (below). 

 

1980 Holton was making the C-150 pocket cornet and C-602 
Collegiate. 

C-602 Collegiate cornet #592079 c.1980 (top right). 

C-605 cornet #841133 c.1990 (2nd at right). 

C-105 model in 2000 (3rd at right). 

C-150 Pocket cornet in 2000 (4th at right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collegiate model C602 in 2000 (top right). 

Model C603 with larger 0.465” bore (below). 

 

2004 Holton was sold to Conn-Selmer and some production 
remained at Elkhorn. 

2008 All Elkhorn production ended and moved to Eastlake. 


